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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 008871 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 AGRE-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 CIEP-01 FRB-03 OMB-01 
EUR-12 10-13 /055R 

DRAFTED BY EB/ETD:WRBREW:CSH 

APPROVED BY EB/FTD:CANGEVINE 

COMMERCE:AGAREL 

LABOR:IKRAMER 

STR:MBSMITH 

EUR/RPE:REBRESLER 

142218Z 044246/74-61 

R 141545Z IAN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 008871 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC, ETRD 

SUBJECT: US - EC TEXTILE CONSULTATIONS: ITALIAN DENIM 
IMPORTS 

REP: (A) ROME 17592 (B) ROME 20046 (C) ROME 235 
GENEVA FOR PHELAN 

1 . ALL FORMAL DISCUSSIONS OF ITALIAN COMPLAINT ABOUT 
DENIM IMPORTS HAVE BEEN WITH THE EC. THIS PROCEDURE WAS 
INITIATED BY THE EC AND PRESUMABLY STEMS FROM EC WISH TO 
SPEAK FOR ITS MEMBERS ON MATTERS RELATED TO TEXTILE TRADE. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 008871 


2. MOST RECENT SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH EC ON THIS 
TOPIC WERE DURING SEPTEMBER IN WASHINGTON, WHEN, INTER ALIA, 
ITALIAN INTEREST IN CONFIRMING INVOICE PRICES WAS 
DISCUSSED. DURING NOVEMBER 1976 MEETING WITH EC ON OTHER 
MATTERS, U.S. OFFICIALS WERE INFORMED THAT EC BELIEVED 
DENIM COMPLAINT HAD LOST ITS URGENCY AND HOPED NO FURTHER 
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ACTION WOULD BE NECESSARY. 

3. IN VIEW OF CONTINUING ITALIAN INTEREST IN THIS MATTER, 

WE WILL AGAIN RAISE IT (INCLUDING ITALIAN INQUIRIES) WITH 
EC OEFICIALS IN VERY NEAR EUTURE. WE INTEND TO ADVISE EC 
OEFICIALS THAT (A) U.S. CONTINUES TO ASSUME THAT EC 
REPRESENTS ITALIAN INTERESTS ON THIS ISSUE AND (B) U.S. 

WILL SO RESPOND TO ITALIAN INQUIRIES ABSENT EC OBJECTION TO 
THIS COURSE OF ACTION. 

4. WE WILL REPORT ON COURSE OE DISCUSSIONS WITH EC 
OEFICIALS. 

KISSINGER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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